86           SEX GUIDANCE IN FAMILY LIFE EDUCATION

personal hygiene. At any rate, the establishment
of an early routine observance of toilet etiquette,
both hygienic and esthetic, will be one more serv-
ice which the schools can offer to the cause of good
living.

THE OFFENDING WORD

Good toilet etiquette means good toilet speech.
Few children bring to their eliminative functions
words suitable to them. They "wee-wee"or "trickle"
or go "chair-chair," They have a "body-B" or "do-
do** or "sit-down." Strangely enough the lack of
standardization does not appear to have the handi-
caps in usage one might expect. The words vary
but the translation doesn't. Yet baby terms are out
of place when speaking to nurses, teachers, doc-
tors, and are definitely hampering later when as
children grow older they need to speak with dig-
nity. Moreover, certain bathroom phrases turn out
to have legitimate uses in another field. Think
how difficult it is to call one's best girl "Susie,"
when "Susie" has always been a certain perch up-
stairs in the bathroom!

Before children start to school, and after they
have started, they should be familiar with the
names of the parts of the body which they see and